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ADDRESS OF PRESI DENT GENERAL BO MYA ON KAREN NEW YEAR' S DAY

M/ bel oved Karen National s!

Today, the 11th of January 1986 is also the 1st day of the nonth of Thal ay.
According to the Karen tradition handed down to us by our fore-fathers, it is the
New Year's Day of the year 2725 Karen Era. On this auspicious occasion, | would
like to wish you all health, wealth and happi ness.

There is no denying that we, the Karen peopl e, have all the attributes and
qualities of a stable nation. V¢ have our own national tradition which is nore
than 2,000 years old. W have our own distinct national |anguage and culture. V¢
are nostly living inlands which are distinctly narked off from those of the
others. W have our own social system and distinct national characters. In
addition to these, we have our own systemof counting days, weeks and years - our
cal endar - which has been part of our long tradition. Like our ancestors, we
honour and cel ebrate the begi nning of every new year happily and unitedly.

Traditionally, our fore-fathers observed the occasion with reverence, as
well as with joy, wearing new national costunes, gathering together to feast and
worship and give charity in accordance with their own faith. Honage was paid to
the el ders by menbers of younger generations, and the elders in turn bl essed and
gave learned advice. People exchanged greetings, sang 'Has' - the Karen
traditional poens - beat gongs, blew 'Kweh' - the Karen traditional horns - and
beat 'Kl ohs' - the Karen traditional druns made of bronze.

V¢ as a nation nust steadfastly honour our tradition and at the sanme tine,
uphol d our language and literature for the perpetuation and devel opnent of our
national culture.

V¢ the Karens are the first settlers inthis land, and this country
rightfully belongs to us. Wen the Burnese chauvinists nigrated into this |and,
they oppressed us and robbed our properties. They gradually took away our
occupations and finally our hore-Iand.

The greatest glory and prestige for a nation is to have a country of its
own. There is no difference between a nation wthout a country and a nation in
the bondage of slavery. It has been since hundreds of years that the Burnese
raci sts have been oppressing and killing us.



2 January 1986 KNU BULLETIN No. 2

W are not born to be the slaves of the Burmese chauvinists. In this age and
time, we believe in the rights of all nen to national freedom equality and the
opportunity to strive for advancement. In accordance with the principles of
"Human Rights', we asked for a small portion of our original land to be an
i ndependent country of our own. However, the Burnese chauvinists denied our
request and went further to commit armed suppression against us. For this reason,
we have been involved in an armed revolution up till this day.

My bel oved Karen Nationals !

It is the duty of all Karens to regain our rightful land, our country, and
our birth-rights. Howdo Karens fare wunder the rule of Burmese chauvinists
pertaining to the question of freedom equality and progress? Al the Karen
schools and institutions of learning have been forcefully confiscated under the
Burnese nationalization schene, which neans the Burmanization of them Karens
are not allowed to learn their own language and literature in the schools they
have set up. There are covert and overt activities to suppress our progress in
every field.

Qur enemies, the Burmese chauvinists, enploy every neans at their disposa
to discredit us with out-right lies and misinformation. They enploy bribery and
favouritismto divide and create dissension anong us. They have enployed these
deceitful and vile practices to domnate and enslave us. W can be certain that
they will go on enploying these sane odi ous neans against us in the future also
Let us be always alert to the eneny's foul tactics and evil machinations to
destroy our wunity and strength. Let us rally and be united against our
nortal eneny.

The only way for our nation to prosper and to be able to stand shoulder to
shoul der with other nations in this world is to win freedomand a country of our
own. There is no other way.

The 1long duration of war has brought on us multifarious problens and
hardshi ps. However, our salvation lies only in our courageous confrontation
against the evil forces, with unity and consolidated effort.

In the course of our struggle for national integrity and national rights,
let us firmy maintain and uphold our | anguage, literature and culture, and work
diligently for the perpetuation and advancenent of them
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Let us, therefore, maintain the tradition and virtues of our ancestors which
are honesty, loyalty, diligence, purity of heart, communal cooperation and
abundance of good will.

Let our whole nation unite with a single purpose to face the eneny bravely
until final victory is won.

May this Karen New Year bring health, wealth and abundant bl essing with joy
toall of you- the Karen people in Burna - for conplete victory !

The evil Burmese chauvinist regime shall surely fall. The just war waged by
the Karens shall surely be victorious.

khkkkhkkkhkhkkhkkkkk*k

REQUEST TO THE READERS

Readers of the KNUBulletin are requested to nake a vol untary
contribution of US$ 1 or equivalent anount in any currency,
except Burnese, for a copy of the Bulletin recei ved. Readers living
farther away than Thailand may double that anount. The
contribution is to be used strictly for defraying the cost of
publication and distribution.

Kindly accept our apologies for being late in bringing out
the present issue. In spite of encouragenment fromnear and far, we
nmay have to scale down our anbition concerning the volunme and
content of our later issues due to lack of tine and fund.

Please send the contribution or any conmunication to the
address given below The address, however, cannot be used for F
the normal mailing. It is intended for contact in person and,
consequently, it will be convenient only for those who live in
'pl aces not farther away than a day's journey from Kawmora which
is opposite to Maesod Dstrict in the Tak Province of Thail and.

Tee Set Mae Ywa Press
Kawnoora ( Wangkha ), Kawt hool ei
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A LETTER PROM THE PUBLI SHER

Inthis issue, the President's New Year's Day Address highlights the
importance of the day for all the Karen people. It is aday on which all the
Karens get together to worship and make nerriment, hoping and tal ki ng about the
future in the nost positive terns.

The historical significance of it is that the Karens started counting the
year 2725 fromthe tinme they entered the country, nowknown as Burnma, fromthe
south-western part of China, preceding the Burnese entry in about t he
9th Century A.D. fromTibet through India by 1500 years.

This year, the main hope of the Karens, as well as all the indigenous races
in Burma who have been up in arms against Ne Wn's nilitary dictatorship is that
there will be peace again in the country.

The Karen, Karenni, Mn and Pao peopl es have had to wage the war of national
| i beration against Burnese agression and donination for nore than 36 years. For
t he Kachi ns, Pal aungs, Shane and Was, the war has been going on for nmore than
23 years. However, chances for peace in the country are still very slimindeed.
It is known that Ne Wn's mlitary dictatorship reginme has been spending nost of
its foreign exchange reserve, since 1983, to build a new factory for making a new
type of assault rifles. Its propaganda machines have stepped up the slander
canpaign against the national |iberation novenents, accusing themof being
wreckers and bandits. It has reaffirmed its policy of total annihilation of all
the national |iberation novenents. Its front-lines troops have plans to intensify
anti-civilian activities inthe Karenterritories, this year.

The evidence of Burnese atrocities gathered by Mchel Pitron is only atip
of the ice-berg. Anyhow, he had done quite a job considering the short tine
available for himto stay in our territories. Anore conplete conpilation of
Burmese atrocities by athird party is desirable in order to create a w der
awar eness of the mpst brutal nature of war waged by Ne Wn's regine.

The year 2724 has passed without the collapse of the Karen national novenent,
contrary to the prediction nade by some observers. That initself is a victory
for the Karens. The New Tear 2725 sees the Karen National Union todits nmilitary
organi sation, the Karen National Liberation Army, to be better organized, nore
consolidated and more vigorous to march on to the final victory, with a new
spirit and stronger determi nation.
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KARENS AND THEI R NEWSPAPERS

Earliest Publications

As a popul ar saying that goes, " the newspaper is the eyes and ears of a
nation ", the news nedia is of prine inportance for the advancenent of a nation.
The progress of a nation can be neasured in terns of the news organs owed and

publ i shed by that nation.

The "SAH TU GAW (Morning Star) newspaper was published in 1841 and it was
the first of its kind in the annals of the history of Burnma newspaper printed in
Sgaw Karen and English and later in Sgaw Karen alone till the beginning of Wrld
War Il as anonthly publication. There was a tenporary closing down during the
Japanese era. Wthin a fewnonths after the British re-occupation of Burna, it
was again published in Karen and Burnese. However, soon after Ne Wn assuned
power, the first and pioneering indigenous newspaper was forcefully closed down
by the mlitary regine.

In 1881 Dr. T. Than Bya and his colleagues formed the Karen National
Associ ation (KNA).

In 1885 the "DAW KALU' newspaper in Karen and "FAR PLAY" in English were
published by the KNA This news circulation stopped after the decease of
Dr. T. Than Bya.

In 1915, Thra Kah Ser from Shwe Gyin, with the help of his colleagues
published the " SAHTUHAH " (EVEN NG STAR) newspaper. This publication ceased
i n about the year 1925.

Karen Newspaper Before The Second Verld Var

(1) Thra G A Tudee published privately a Sgaw Karen nonthly news peri odi cal
"THESHEPHERD'. It was handed over to the Karen Baptist Mssion due to
financial difficulties. This nonthly flourished till the begining of
VWrld Var |1.

(2) A weekly private newspaper published by Thra Ha Kyaw of Rangoon, the
"REQCRDER' was circulated until the begining of the Second VWrld War.

(3) The "CHLDREN S FREND' the voice of Rangoon Karen Christian Endeavour
Associ ation was al so a monthly news organ published by Thra Pan of Insein.
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The "TAW MEH PAH', a non-religious weekly news organ was published by
Sir San C. Po of Bassein.

The  "KAREN MAGAZI NE' was published by Thra San Ba. This was a nonthly
magazine with current news articles, stories, tit-bits of fun, cartoons,
phot ogr aphs, ancient Karen "HTA'" verses and poetry.

"THE BULLETIN' was published by the Insein Karen Seminary once in three
months' tinme. This paper included articles on health and social welfare
besi des religion.

"THE SUNRI SE* was a nmonthly news periodical issued by the Toungoo Anglican
Church. This paper had news of national affairs, social welfare and
religion.

The "TAWHSOO NYA"  (Advance Forward), later known as "Leh Hsoo Nya"
(Go Forward) edited and published by Sra Tun Aung (Father of Mahn Janes Tun
Aung) was a nmonthly news periodical in Pwo Karen.

Karen News Periodicals after Wrld VWar 11

The "ETHN C PECPLE' S JOURNAL" ( Taing Yin Tha ) was a nonthly issue in
Burmese with a stand agai nst “Inperialism and "Feudalisnt. This paper
was edited by Mahn Wn Maung who | ater becane an instrunent of the AFPFL and
an opponent to the KNU and the Karen national cause.

The "THU WUNNA TAING' (The Golden Land) was published in 1947. It was the
voi ce of the KNU, the nobst fanous publication that bravely stood against the
Bur mese Chauvini st policies and the AFPFL regime which instituted a slander
canpai gn against the Karen people. This newspaper had firmy rallied the
Karens. The publication ceased due to the outbreak of the armed revolution
by Karens.

"GO0 FORWARD" a nonthly news issue, first published by Thra Raleigh See of
Insein and then later taken over by the Karen Baptist Mssion is still in
circul ation.

"OUR HOME" a nonthly wonen's journal is supervised by Thramu Edith Pyu and
is still incirculation. This journal contains domestic science, literature
and health for wonen.

"THE LI GHT" was published by a young Karen naned Saw Larder Dwe. Al though
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this news organ had been outstanding for the Karen Youth, due to the
one-sided support of Muosso Hunter Tha Hwe it had been |iquidated al ong
with Mosso' s clique by Ne Wn's nilitary regimre.

" THE KAREN VANGUARD JOURNAL " was supervised and published by a group of
Karen Youths from the Rangoon University. This publication being a
progressive and nationalist in character was |liquidated when Ne Wn's
Mlitary regi nme took over power.

(Remarks: - Under the present Ne Wn's Mlitary Dctatorship "G Forward" and
"Qur Home" nmnagazines are being published with great difficulties due to
tight regulations inposed on them)

The Newspapers published by the Karen Revol ution

"HTEE HTA KLONE' was a weekly publication in the Delta regions in place of
"THMUNNA TAING' for the progress of the Karen Revolution. It had to be
cl osed down in 1952.

"THE STANDARD' edited by Saw Mchael Lonsdale was a weekly English issue
neant for foreigners and local English reading public. It survived for one
year only in 1953.

"LI BERATION' was issued by the No. 3 Eastern Brigade. This was destroyed
during the M n Yan Aung operation in 1956 by the eneny.

"THE MORNI NG STAR' was published after the Mn Yan Aung nilitary canpai gn
in Pegu Yoma area. It had to be closed down in 1958.

"THE KNU JOURNAL" was the voice of the KNU party. It had a stand
against the inperialist and feudal systens, the Master-Race policies of the
AFPFL rulers and Ne Wn's Mlitary regine. This publication had to be
termnated in 1969.

At present there exists "Tha Noo Hoo", a journal published by the KNU
Central QG ganisation Departrent. This journal which is the voice of the KNU
was established in the year 1968, to rejuvenate the national wunity. An
Effort is being nade to circulate this publication once in two nonths.

The present KNU Bulletin in English has been published especially for
foreign readership to pronote a better understanding of the cause of Karen
Revol ution and the current situation in Burnma.
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BSPP OR BURMA M LI TARY DI CTATORSHI P PARTY

Oh March 2,1962 General Ne Wn, Chief of Saff of the Arned Forces in Burna,
staged a coup d etat against the governnent of the Uiion of Burma under the
pretext of saving the Uhion from disintegration, Then a mlitary junta known as
the Revolutionary GCouncil with General Ne Wn as chairnman and the Revol utionary
Government were formed. The Wnion constitution was abrogated and, thereby, the
denmocratic rights of the Burnese peopl e and any senbl ance of denocratic rights of
the indi genous peoples in Burna were abolished.

In an attenpt to create a political base, General Ne Wn set up the Burnese
Socialist Programme Party (BSPP) on July 4, 1962 choosing the word "socialist",
an idea, which was nore or less popular with the Burnese at that time. Al other
political parties were banned. Thus Burma has becone a one-party state and
Ne Wn has been ruling the country with an iron hand ever since that time.

Fromthe very beginning, BSPP is amlitary party manned and nanaged by the
peopl e in the uniformor those who have retired fromthe service, and Ne Wn has
been its chairman since its inception. The party is nowentering its 24th year of
exi stance. The fifth BSPP congress was convened in August 1985. The executive
cormittee nenbers elected by that congress are as follows :-

(1) Chairnan. UNe Wn ( Retired General )

(2) Mice Chairman U San Yu ( Retired Lt. General )

(5; General Secretary U Aye Ko ( Retired Maj . General )

(4) Joint Gen. Secretary U Sein Lwn ( Retired Brig. General )

(5) Menber General Kyaw Hin ( Present Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces )

(6) Menber Maj . General Saw Maung (Present Vice Chief-of-Saff of
the Armed Forces )

(7) Menber Uit Haing ( Retired Commodore, Navy )

(8) Menber U Saw Pyu ( Retired Chief-of -Staff, Ar )

(9) Menber U Sein Tun ( Retired ol onel )

(10) Menber UTint Swne ( Retired Gol onel )

(11) Menber U Tun Tin ( Retired ol onel )

(12) Menber U Tun Yi ( Retired Maj . General )

(13) Menber U Mn Gaung ( Retired General )
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(14) Menber U Maung Maung Kha ( Retired (ol onel )
(15) Menber U Ye Gaung ( Retired Col onel )
(16) Menber U Than Tin ( Retired Gol onel )
(17) Menber UHa Tun ( Retired Brig. General )

As shown above, all the executive comittee nenbers of the BSPP are either
mlitary men or ex-mlitary men. No civilian has ever been included in that
hi ghest organ of the party.

Inview of the above facts, we see that dictator Ne Wn has kept BSPP
strictly toremain as amlitary party which has been toeing the line of the
di ctum' one bl ood, one voice, one conmmand' .

[f, in the beginning, dictator Ne Wn had anticipated to nake the BSPP as a
rallying point for people of ability and initiative fromall classes in the
country, he was soon in for a mserable disappointnent. Al the BSPP attracted
in large nunbers were the self-seeking opportunists and riff raffs who woul d not
succeed anywhere, at anytime.

Anyhow, Ne Wn soon played the mlitary card to the full. S nce that tinmne,
all nmass organi zations and even sports, cultural and religious associations have
become concerns controlled and nanaged by the nilitary or ex-nlitary nen.
MIlions in secret account have been spent to set up and naintain a w de and
efficient net-work of intelligence service to spy on the people. Men fromthis
intelligence service have the power to search, arrest and detain any person
without warrant. Wth such a pervasive power, these intelligence service nen
go about turning thousands of people suspected of oppositionto the mlitary
reginme or non-cooperation with it, into detention canps each year where the
suspects are subjected to mental and physical tortures using the nethods not
dissimlar to those used by the Nazi Gastapo and Japanese Kenpeitai during Vérld
Vér 11.

The party runs the governnent and the country like a mlitary establishnent.
Most of the top and mddl e positions in the government offices are given to the
mlitary or ex-mlitary men resulting ina mlitary bureaucracy that ignores
everything except orders from above. The centralized planning in accordance
with the Burmese Wy to Socialism ignoring the reality and needs of the country
results in msnanagenent, msuse of fund and resources, inbalanced growh and
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uneven regional devel opnent.

The unenpl oynent probl em under the BSPP nmilitary regine gets worse and worse
with each advancing year. In the 23 years of its rule, the unenployment figure
has clinbed froma mere 5%to nore than 25%of the active labour force. Inflation
is raging at a rate of 50%

The glowing reports about the successes of the four-year devel oprent plans
are just false propaganda spread by the BSPP mlitary regime. The recent
denonetization is a resounding pr oof to the dismal failure of the regine's
economic policies that brought about a financial crisis of the worst nature,
prompting a columist of the Bangkok Post to question the "financial credibility"
of Burma for further foreign | oans.

In short, Burma has been turned into a police state and an econom ¢ basket
case by Dictator Ne Wn and his nilitary dictatorship party, the BSPP. It is a
nation condemed to unrelenting cruelty by a clique of very cruel nen, by a
ruthless dictator and his conrades drunk with power and all its bruta
i mplications

Inthis connection, one may want to know what the fate of the indigenous
races in Burma is. Since the BSPP nmilitary regine is following the policies of
Burnmese chauvinism these people are suffering a fate ten times worse than that
of the Burmese. The regine is using the nost brutal methods of war to suppress
their national nmovenents. Areas where these national novements exist are marked
off as black. Each year thousands of innocent civilians found in these areas are
tortured and killed. The women folks are nolested, properties are |ooted and
villages are burnt down. For these peoples, the Jew Holocaust in Nazi Germany
could not have been wor se.

Tinme and again it is said that the people get the kind of governnent they
deserve. However, in Burna, where the nost cruel formof mlitary dictatorship
using the gun as the main instrunent of policy is in power, we take the liberty
to wonder whether the reverse is not true.
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THE BURMESE SOCI ALI ST WAY OP | NCREASI NG STATE'S REVENUE

In a surprise announcenent on Novenber 3, 1985 the Burnese governnent ceased
the legal tender of 100, 50 and 20 Kyat notes ( worth about US$2.5, 1.25 and 50c.
respectively on the black market) leaving only the snall change and the 5, 10 and
25 Kyat notes incirculation. |In inflation plagued Burma, it means that a farnmer
wanting to buy a pair of oxen would have to carry a bagful of noney with him
A person |ooking for a house to buy would have to hire a porter to carry the
sackful of notes needed

The imediate effect of the denonetization was the sky-rocketing prices of
all commodities. Trade in the whole country came virtually to a stand-still. In
frustration, foreign tourists at the airport threw the defunct notes in air like
confetti, when the authorities refused to exchange them with usable ones.

The people were allowed to turn in the old notes on the 11th of Novenber.
The orders stipulated that only one from each famly could turn in the notes.
What ever the anpunt, that person could change the old notes with the new
denomination of 75 Kyats up to a maxi mum of 5,000 Kyats. The rest had to remain
as a deposit in the bank. To get the deposit back, the person concerned had to
prove |ater that the noney had been legitimately acquired or face |egal actions.

The most spine chilling clause, however, was that anybody known or found to
be trying to hand in the notes other than his own or his fanly had to face a
prison termfrom6 nonths to 3 years.

Long | ines of queues appeared in front of the banks on Novenber 11, when the
citizens had been assured that they could turn in the cancelled notes until the
end of the year. To be onthe safe side, mbst of the people turned in
10,000 Kyats or a lesser anpunt. The run on the banks turned into a stanpede,
however, when 5 days later, the governnent issued further orders saying the notes
had to be turned in before the end of Novenber, and only 25%of the total amunt
woul d be allowed to be changed for |egal tender.

It would not be very far from the truth if the outside world thought that
the government was trying to stage a conmic opera on a nation-wide seals. The
issuing of an odd denonination of 75 Kyat note ( see "PROFILE OF AN ABSOLUTE
DI CTATOR' ) and the way the whol e operation of denonetization were handled, bore
all the marks of a comedy of errors. The fact is that the story of Burma and its
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peopl es, since the coming of Ne Wn to power, has been a story assumng all the
implications of a tragi-conedy.

The laws have becone a well known instrunment of the Burnese Socialist
Government to harry, harass or persecute its own citizens suspected of
non- cooperation or opposition

When the first denonetization was inplemented by this same regime in 1964,
many who were suspected of ‘'capitalist crines' were thrown into jail and kept
under detention for many years without trial. That |lesson has not been |ost on
t he peopl e

Some citizens just took out sackfuls of worthless notes in their possession
and made a bonfire of them in their own backyards rather than face the
questioning by the nuch feared police of the nmilitary intelligence service.

After Ne Wn cane to power in 1962, all political parties were abolished
and the philosophy of the Burmese Wy to Socialism was declared as the
phil osophy of the state. The Burnese Socialist Programme Party (later changed to
"Burma Socialist Programme Party' ), was the only party set up in the country.
Al the banks, mlls, factories, business enterprises, news paper establishnents,
private schools and al nost everything in sight was nationalised. The result of
this nationalization was misnanagement and dislocation in production and
distribution of commodities. Al state enterprises becane |osing concerns and
everything including daily necessities such as cooking oil, sugar, salt, soap
chilli etc. becane scarce. Wthin ayear, the governnent's coffer becarme al nost
enmpty. Hence denpnetization was inplenented as a measure to 'fight against
counter-revolutionists and reactionary elements of the capitalists'. Reliable
sources said that the government nmade a profit of nore than 400 nmillion Kyats at
that tine.

After more than 20 years of socialism the government could not give the
sane reasons for the | atest denonetization. This time it was a measure 'to fight
agai nst hoarders of black money and bl ack marketeers'. Since there were nore
100 and 50 Kyats notes in circulation and since the 20 Kyat note was also
included in the denonetization, know edgeable sources estimated that the
government woul d nmake a profit of more than 1,500 million Kyats, this tine.

A governnent denonetising popular wunits of currency issued by itself is
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plainly robbing its own citizens of their hard-earned wealth,, No responsible
government woul d contenplate, let alone take, such a drastic and depraved neasure
to replenish its coffer. Nowthe Burmese Socialist Government is guilty of such
a heinous crine as a result of gross mi smanagenment at a high level.

Since the year 1963, the Burmese governnment has been spending nore and nore
money on its military machine in order to destroy the identities of the
i ndigenous races and rob the vast natural resources. In spite of the Burmese
Government's efforts to destroy the national movements of the indigenous races of
Burma, they have becone stronger and stronger over the years. Instead of
adm tting defeat and relinquishing its wong policies of domination and conquest
by force, the Burnese Socialist GCovernment has follhardily persisted inits
destructive policies up to the present day. Hence, it has had to rob its own
citizens shanel essly not once, but twice, in a space of 20 years.

It has yet to learn that negotiation and acconodation in the best tradition
of denocracy are the best policy for peace, unity and progress in the country.

PROFI LE OF AN ABSOLUTE DI CTATOR

Early Begini ngs

To understand the present-day politics in Burma, it is necessary to know the
personal ity and background of the absolute dictator Ne Wn, who is still ruling
the country by fiat, though he has assuned the position of chairmanship of the
Burma Socialist Progranme Party (BSPP).

After failing to finish his second year in college, Ne Wn joined the posta
service as a clerk and dabbled in the politics of Burmese national novenment in
pre-World War |1 days of British Burma. He was one of the "Thirty Conrades”, the
radi cal Burmese nationalists, who sneaked out of the country to organize anti-
British activities under the aegis of the Japanese facists, who were also
preparing war against the British. When the victorious Japanese Inperial Armny
marched into Burma after the fall of Singapore in 1942, Ne Wn was in the
vanguard as an officer of the hastily formed Burma |Independence Arny ( BIA)
whi ch was responsible for the atrocities against the Karens in Papun District
and the Irrawaddy Delta areas. He eventually rose to the rank of a colonel
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second-in-comand to Mjor Ceneral Aung San who was Commander-in-Chief of the
Burma Defence Arny ( BDA ), as the reorganized Bl A was known.

On March 27, 1945, when the Japanese in Burma were al nost defeated by the
Allied Forces, BDA turned against its former mentors and became a party to
Japanese resistance forces in the country.

When the British reorganized the Burma Arny after the war in 1946, about
40%of the BDA troops and officers was taken into its ranks. Ne Wn was given
the rank of a major in this army.

Ri se to Power

When Burma gai ned her independence in January 1948, the Anti-Facist Freedom
League ( AFPFL ) cane into power. The Conmunist Party of Burma (CPB) imrediately
started denounci ng the independence as a "fake". CPB went underground in March
of the sanme year when it was declared an unlawful association by the AFPFL
Covernnent. Like all the old-time radical Burmese nationalists, Ne Wn had been
nuch swayed by the leftist ideology, though he had a very superficial idea about
either Mrxismor Leninism A nunber of his old conrades went wunderground to
join the CPB. Before doing so, they came to urge him to join the insurrection.

He Wn told themto go first, promsing themto come |ater.

Events took a drastic turn when the Karen rebellion broke out in January
1949. The Chief-of-Staff of the Burma Armed Forces, CGeneral Smth Dun, a Karen,
was forced to retire and Ne Wn was given the post. The rise fromthe position
of alowy najor to the position of a commanding general in a space of three
years, was quite a heady experience. However, all had been foretold by an
astrol oger who even predicted that he would, one day in the future, becone head
of the state of Burma. Starting fromthose days, his belief in the nysticism of
astrol ogy had been enhanced to the point of a religious fanatic. Even since he
became the absolute dictator of Burma, Ne Wn, never makes inportant decisions
on matters of state, like initiating a new law, changing the policy or
negotiating with a foreign power, without first consulting with the astrol oger.

Astrology, H's Quiding Star

In 1970, when the situation in the country failed to inprove after 8 years
of Burnmese Way to Socialism Ne Wn went to see the astrologer. He was advised
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to shift his policy to the right. Knowing that he would have to relinquish
nost of his power if he shifted to the right, he asked the astrologer again
whet her there was no alternative to that course. He was told that at least he
had to neke a gesture. That gesture was a new notor-vehicle regulation
requiring the drivers to keep to the right of the road

ne may ask that, inspite of He Wn's pathological hatred for all his
rivals why is he keeping San Yu so promnently as the second nan? |n Burnese

"Ne" means "sun" and "San" means "moon". The prediction of the astrologer is
that the two have to go together and if one falls, the other shall surely follow
suit. However, Ne Wn is taking no chances. Though he has given San Yu t he
position of head of state, he nakes sure that there is not a single San Yu's nman

ininportant positions of governnent, as well as the party*

In awrld that has become used to counting nmoney in terns of 10 and 100 or
the multiple of them the issue of the unconfortable denonitation of currency of
75 Kyat note is also linked with Ne Wn's belief in the nysticismof astrol ogy
However good medicine or nedical treatnent he was getting, in order to live to
be a 100, he was advised by the astrologer to issue a currency denonmination in
conformity with his present age. So, out cone the 75 Kyat notes

Megal omani a

One wel | known fact is that He Wn is given to frequent tenper tantruns. |t
is said that, in these out-bursts, he is capable of shooting up his own body
guards or Kkicking the faces of his own aides. Medical experts diagnose this
nmegal omani ac  behavi our as the case of syphilis gerns going to his brains. Mst
agree with this nedical opinion since Ne Wn is also noted for wining, dining and
wonmani zing quite liberally in his younger days.

This disease, affecting his personal behaviour as well as his way of
thinking, often leads himto nake erratic policies and decisions of the state of
Burma, which he rules with absolute power. The perentory dismssals of his heir
apparents, the sudden decision of Burma to get out of the non-aligned novenent,
his construction of a grandiose building to house the parlianent while nost of
his countrynen are living in poverty, the nassacre of the student denonstrators
in 1962. the massacre of starving Arakanese villagers in 1967. the massacre of
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worker in 1974 and the denmonstrators at U Thant's funeral in the same year etc.
can only be understood in this light.

So longas He Wn lives, in order to understand the bizarre actions and
deci sions of the Burnese Socialist Governnent, one nust bear in mnd that these
decisions are made by a dictator given to negalomaniac fits who depends on
astrology rather than a sound reasoning based on facts and figures to guide the
nati on deeper into poverty and chaos

BURMESE ATROCI TI ES

Evidence of atrocities and discrinmnations comitted by the Burmese troops
and authorities against the Karens has been published in a book formby Mche
Pitron, an official of the Amesty International, in Novenber 1985. The report

bears the title of "VICLATION OF HUMAN RI GHTS BY BURMESE AUTHORI TI ES | N THE KAREN
TERRI TORI ES".

The author stays in the Karen territories from August 12 to August 31, 1985
in order "to appreciate as clearly, precisely and objectively as possible, the
political, economic and social situation of the country". He met Karen people
fromvarious backgrounds including the Prime Mnister and the President of
Kawt hool ei. "In the present report,"” said the author in the preface, "l have
limted nyself to the presentation of evidence of violation of human rights
against the Karen people by the Burmese Authorities from amlitary and civi
poi nt of view'.

It is the opinion of the author that the Burmese Arny applies a policy of
terror and destroys properties and massacres people, inorder to force the
popul ation to flee. Generally, Burnese soldiers enter the villages, destroy them
as well as the paddy fields and livestock and Kill or torture sone
inhabitants "as an exanple". "Karens are persecuted in Burma sinply because of
their nationality, which is indicated on their identity cards. The Karens are
under constant surveillance by the Burnese Intelligence Services".
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A typical story of atrocity and looting by the Burmese is the evidence given
by a 50 years ol d woman naned Naw Kwah of Kyaw Ta Lay Kho village :-

" When Burnese soldiers entered our village they seized everybody. Those who
ran anay were shot. | saw themshoot Pah Pweh, Pah Kya Lay and Pah Maung
Myaing to death. Naw Eh Pu was tied up and dragged along by the Burnese
soldiers. He was so old and weak that he coul d not keep up with them He was
beaten to death before our very eyes. The Burnese soldiers burned down our
houses and rice granaries. They also set 400 baskets of polished rice
abl aze. The soldiers looted everything, from clothes to utensils and
tobacco etc. They ate up all our |livestock they could get. They bonbed the
village and surrounding forests with nortars al nost everyday. W had to run
away enpty handed".

There are 31 nore sinilar personal testinonies and stories of discrimnation
intows and cities told by those who had been personal |y invol ved.

Alist of the nanes of persons, wth short renmarks, who had been killed or
whose properties had been looted or destroyed by the Burnese troops covers

9 pages of the report.

The report concludes with a reproduction of the statenent issued by the
Central Standing Conmittee of the Karen National Union on Septenber 10, 1985 the
concluding paragraph of which says "lhder the prevailing circunstances,
therefore, if Ne Wn's BSPP mlitary regime should have a sincere and honest

desire for the national wunity of all indigenous races and thereupon, the
longevity of internal peace, the BSPP should resolve the issues ,wth the
revol utionary forces fighting for their national |iberation, through political
neans”.

Victory at all costs, victory in spite of
all terror, victory however long and hard
the road nmay be; for without victory
there is no survival.
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Ehe New York Times

Frlntd in 11
MOOLIFN 3 OCHA, Publiahit 1 KN 1605

AETHUR HAYS SUTLLREROSR, Pl (M- 106!

CAVIL K DATPOOR, Fuikaalier S 16D

THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1985

Letters

The Karen People in Burma Are More Than an Ethnic Group

To the Editor;

Your Mov, 8 arlicle oo the Kare-
Burma war Akiried vl clonded sev.
stal hoporient [saues hehind this 37-
yonr-img conflict. A% porirayed, the
Karen are an “ethoic group™” within
Burma's imrikory who are elther

1 " rebediion,”” Bn e,

Bt like the Apaches;, who werd abd-
thar rebalx nos eaparatists, the Keren
perspttive TToa Uhe tiher it of the
fronler iy very différent. The Karen
are 4 paople (four 10 five million

Thu:.rmipmdmbemwmad
o Burma, mad ma a regull they have
been Towtad o light & long defensive
War againm Burme.
Rangroh 1 Wkng (wo wars: one
agahmal  the Ewrma Communist
Party, which saebs ra brppds G, Ne
Win's Governownt and his "Hunmesge
Way (0 Socialinm™; wnd snother wat
ajdinat saversl (hdipenous natood
et sewll ba sLOp kel renva e tha Bur-
e Invasion and occepation. The
Haresn ars one of e lucgesl sexd Dogt

oo PR
s Respirnd bt ool the Burmoess So.
cialist Mule.

in 1975 one of these indipenceg poc-
plea formed thx National Democralic
Proat (Arakan, Kachun, Earennl,
Karem Mo, Pall, Palpung, Shan
whid 'Wa)l, which represents a o(al
populstion of some 75 million (one.
fomrth of “Hurma™}, aod courols
over X0 percent of whal Rangoon ns-
serls iz 1he Burmpsa siats. Each ol
the nipe W.D_F. nitica® has jLs gun
armed defenge fowce, with the Karen
Mationtl Libaration Achoy baing (he
Inrgest.

Rangoon's poxilkm is (hal U
peopied  wre  ditcident munonitles
(hill tribe=""} a1 the sovereign amd
ecatomic margioe of Lhe Butmee
Hata, and they e Burma Socimbeg
Progran Party Gewverminet i thie
fght and the power o conselidate,
dmlup and defend “nationsd WrTile-

" Lo oprposilion Lo this, the Karen,
H-hlln will other oulligiions peopies,
faalnten that they are an Indepmi-
=t pisople with thair owm govermmit
ad Dartional terTiiory ihas chey will

dedend ugainit Burmesc aflempl Lo
invmde, oocupy and. Ay

Byrme and many othad third-
wiwr Id ALates that were foroed oo 1he
Cilines of Unposed <oobial LAETitg-
riea have became Lhe ew colonial
i3 i nprlalisls agminst inge-
pervdemt and unconaesling | indige-
NOUE NAC s and peophes. 10 1s nonic,
perhapsa, that the Karen people are
aciually fighilog o juin Burma 45 o
seli-govaming autondimus Temilory
within 5 Jedersted wnion of ditferent
pmplm, which inclwdes the Bur-

Whhmureth.ﬂ.nhullul‘thﬂ world's
A5 bl ward invedve indigeious nalions
againsl  imemmelionaily recogmizad
£LaLis, all &f the ralas of warand rHighss
of sell-deierminanion are exvablished
by =lalén o prolect slales. Engermsa.
Ypmally, Indigensg nayong have al-
el na righiy; B thay resinn & stake's
motitary and sconeme Hslaoght, i

mgum:u: defenss furtee are labaled
"rebels,” Teeparathis” or tiesvor-
[, A BERNARD KIETSCHMANN

Professor of Gaogruphy
Usdversity of Califprnis
Barkeley, Calif., Mov. 1, SM85
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BALP-YEARLY MILITARY SIPCATION REFURT FCR 1985/66 ( FPROM 18T JUKE 1985 TO 30TH NOVEMBER 1985 )

W ENEMY LOSSES WY LOSSES
MILITARY o L . " . EpmATkn On Enemy *m
ZONE &h‘mm umd 2 .m .m i . .m..” 2 T .m .m oI Casnelties & Lovbms
s8R S | 3§ A R = A A Rk
SEESEAS | 2 BB S Y EIHEERR
S i & o e le Gegle 13 [6]S | S48
1 Coy Comdr 2 1 Sg¢ amomg
No. 1 T 13ey 151 43 638 - 3 1 F w6 a?s] si 3F 11 6] =1 # | 12}5440] killed. 1 Cpl among woupdeds
g died of oholerats deowned.
Ma. 2 1 gl 1 Bl 1™ 2] - sl 410l 17 =] =] =] =] = o] =
1 Lt & 1 L/Cpl among kilied,
MNo. 3 10 | 1] 691 52| 4% - | - 1 - -1 4717~ - el 30|2 drowned with w =
nznu. anong killed, 1 Coy
oidr. among wounded.1 largs
Hos 4 5[ 44] 4| 42] 28 34 - 24| WE[ 30 1H 5 | 4 | =] ~ | -] = |3 swell mills destroyed. «
1 Coy Coodr spong killed 1
Mo, § 3| o] 3| sef 97 =1 -117| 12a9| 27| 2Ol - | =] =] 1 =| - |Coluwn Comdr {(Maj) & 1 I.0.
Lmong asyicusly wounded.
1 1 1 omATR
Mo. & |10 [ 71) 56| 213 356| 6] - ] 2| 2xr0] ) 28| 3 {5 | o) - [ | - [§ S eaE e ebe e
killed, 1 Goy, 2 Fln Comdrs.
11 Bn 17 | 26} 18| 65] na7| - | - 4l a20f 19 10| 9 |22 | =f = -l - m..___‘___Eu KOs among wountded.)
. 1 m&.. 2 S.Lte, % Sgtm & 1
_ I - mong woundad , _
Papun aves| 1 | 43[ 17{ s8] 39 14 3| 410} 2] 2|4 2 omdr {Capt) & ¥ 52t
anong killed.
TOTAL Em%ﬁ%uzwwmﬁﬂu.zﬂw
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BATTLE FI ELD REPORTS FOR DECEMBER 1985

No. 1 Mlitary Zone. Thaton D strict

Inatotal of five ninor actions, our troops killed 5 and wounded 12 eneny
troops. (e eneny out post, one bridge and a truck were destroyed. e B rifle,
120 rounds, 7 G3 nagazines, 2 hand-granades and sone mlitary equipment were
capt ur ed.

On Decenber 10, 1985 an eneny conpany commander, Aung Shwe, of No. 90
Infantary Battalion was shot and killed by two of his own nen. The two fled after
the killing.

Qur troops captured one of themon Decenber 14, a private Sr. No., 561083
with 1 Grifle, 780 rounds and 6 magazi nes. On Decenber 19, the other, also a
private, Kawk Sein, Sr. No. 496148 surrendered to our troops with 1 GArifle, 160
rounds, 8 magazi nes and 1 hand- gr enade.

No. 2 Mlitary Zone, Toungoo D strict

On Decenber 3, our troops killed 1 and wounded 4 eneny troops in a m nor
action in Thandaung Townshi p.

No. 3 Mlitary Zone, Nyaungl ebin O strict

Anti-personnel mnes killed 5 eneny troops and wounded 4 including one
porter inthis area.

No. 4 Mlitary Zone, Mergui-Tavoy D strict

In a snall-scale anbush on Decenber 5, our troops killed 2 and wounded 4
eneny troops. e @B rifle and 120 rounds of anmmunition were capt ured.

No. 6 Mlitary Zone, Pa-an D strict

By guerilla actions, our troops killed 2 and wounded 6 eneny troops at three
different pl aces.

In snall-scale actions at three different places, our troops killed 13 eneny
troops including one lieutenant and wounded 23 including one second |ieutenant.
In these actions, our troops al so captured 2 eneny village council menbers, 1 4
rifle, 200 rounds of ammunition and sone mlitary equi prent.



22 January 1986 KNU BULLETIN Ho. 2

Land mines inthis areakilled 1 and wounded 10 eneny troops. A captain was
among the wounded. OF the wounded, 7 had a | eg each bl own off. An eneny truck was
al so damaged by our land m nes.

101ST Special Battalion Area

In aguerilla action staged by our troops, 1 eneny soldier fromNo. 33 Bn
was kil ed.

Qur conbi ned forces including NDF troops,initiated three small-scale actions
inthis areakilling 12 and wounding 64 eneny troops. There were one platoon
commander and one col unmm conmander anong the dead and the wounded respectively .
The arns and amunition captured were 3 G rifles with 600 rounds, 1 G4 with 125
rounds, 1 .30 ML carbine with 40 rounds, 1 pistol, 3 8lmmnortar shells and 20M/9
nortar rounds. Land mines inthis area killed 1 and wounded 3 eneny troops. Two of
t he wounded had a | eg each bl own of f. Land mi nes al so damaged 2 eneny trucks and
1 D4 bull-dozer, Qur demolition squad blew up 2 bridges on the eneny's
communi cation line in this area.

The actions in Pa-an District were mainly against the eneny troops trying to
resupply the eneny laying siege against our canps in MNawpokay and Maela.

20TH Battalion Area, Papun District
In a guerilla action,a force fromthe Mning Departnent killed 2 and wounded
1 eneny troops near the wolfram mining town of Mwchi. In snall-scale action,
Ta- doh-wah colum killed 1 and wounded 2 eneny troops.

In a series of action, our troops from the 20th Battalion inflicted
causalties of 4 dead and 6 wounded on the eneny colum from No.19 and 30 Bns. The
eneny colum was 500 strong, making a long range penetration towards Sal ween
River. A separate attack on an eneny outpost killed 3 eneny troops. One nurse and
5 eneny mlitia troops were captured.

Reports for Decenber 1985 given above are inconplete, as all reports have not
reached us in time due to difficulty in communication. The late reports will be
given in the next issue of the Bulletin if circunstances allow
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Asummary of the above reports gives the figures of eneny casualties and
material |osses as follows:-

1. Total nunber of killed 53
2 " " " wounded 140
3. " " " troops captured 6
4. " " " small arns captured 13
5 " " " amuni tion captured 2145 assorted snall-arm rounds

3 8lmmnortar shells
20 M79 nortar rounds
6. One bull-dozer and 4 trucks damaged or destroyed.
7.3 bridges bl own up.

FI FTH BASI C MEDI CAL TRAI NI NG COURSE

The 5th Basic Medical Training Course, sponsored by the Karen National
Li beration Arnmy (Medical Branch) was given at the 6th Brigade Headquarters for a
period of 6 nonths, from 4th June 1985 to 26th Decenber 1985. Seventy six
trainees, ranging in age from 19 to 35 years, with secondary education, fromall
over the Karen Revolutionary areas attended the training.

The course includes the subjects of medicine given by Col. Dr. Singh,
obstetrics givenby Lt. Col. Dr. Kho Thaw, surgery given by Lt. Col. Dr. Marta
and nursing care given by Nursing Chief, Lt. Col. Tha Hser.

Seventy two trainees - 47 men and 25 wonen conpleted the course. The
graduation ceremony was held on the 26th of Decenber 1985 at 8 am Four students
passed in the First Division, 8 inthe Second Divisionand 9 in the Third
Division. Prizes were givento Naw Thi Hoo of the 6th Brigade (1st prize),
Saw Ter Nay Klay also of the 6th Brigade (2nd prize) and Saw WIllie of the
2nd Brigade (3rd prize).

Selection of students for Medical Diploma Course of 5 vyears is nade from
t hose who have passed the Basic Mdical Training Courses, with at |east a service
of one year in various mlitary zones. Gaduates of the Medical D plonma Course
are awarded the Diploma of Medicine.
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PHOTO CAPTI ONS

O ose-up view of excision and renoval of kiloid perforned by a surgi-
team of the Karen National Liberation Arny ( KNLA ) Medical Branch at
the 6'" Brigade Hospital in Pal oo.

The prize winners of the 5 Basic Medical Course. Standing in t he
back is Dr. Marta, lecturer in surgery. Front row, left to right are
Saw Ter Nay Klay ( 2"%), Naw Thi Htoo ( 1°%') and SawWllie ( 3"¢9).

G aduation cerenony of the 5 Basic Medical Training Course ( 1985 )
held at the 6 Brigade Headquarters.

Trainees of Wreless Qperator Course ( 1985 ) at the 6'" Bde. H. Q

Excision and renoval of a bullet lodged in the back of a patient,per-
fornmed by a surgical teamheaded by Dr. Kho Thaw at the KNLA Base M| -
itary Hospital.

Heavy weapon training given at the KNLA General Headquarters.

75mmrecoiless rifle and 8lmmnortar training given at the H Q of
Special 101°' Bn.
Heavy weapon trainees seen after graduation at the 6'" Bde. H. Q

National Dermocratic Front ( NDF ) troops seen at the front receiving
ent husi astic support of the people.

KNLA detachnent that shot down, in 1983, two of the helicopters given
to the Burmese Arny by the US CGovernment for the purpose of narcotic
suppression work. In contravention to the agreement between the two
Governnents, the Burmese Arny used the helicopters against the Karens
who have never been involved in the narcotic drug production or trade.

The young French coupl e Jacques and Martine Bossues at the press con-
ference held on their release by the KNLA W renenber themtheir un~
derstandi ng, good-will and courage.

Forty young men and wormen in Kawnoora, before baptism according to
the Christian faith, seen with two ordai ned pastors (front row, mddle).

The 40 receiving baptism

Kawnoora Dance & Drama Troupe seen during water festival.

Karen traditional group dance of " Doun " at a New Year cel ebration.
Some troops fromthe KNLA 19'" Battalion helping farmers with rice
trans-plantation at the front.
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